
 

Unintended plagiarism? Here’s how to prevent it: 
Know the rules for reusing material. 
 
It is important that there is no confusion about the subject of plagiarism at research universities 
and universities of applied sciences. The large amount of material available on the Internet 
means that doubts may arise as to the ownership and originality of a piece of work, for example 
an assignment submitted by a student. But plagiarism is not always the result of malicious intent; 
there is also such a thing as unintentional plagiarism. This may arise when it is not clear what 
material you can or cannot use or how you can do so. Preventing plagiarism demands just as 
much attention as tracking it down after the fact. Rules drawn up from a legal perspective can 
help teaching staff and students, as well as researchers and authors, when they wish to quote or 
re-use material.  
The following rules are in line with the Dutch Copyright Act [Auteurswet]. There are also numerous “open 
content” licences, for example Creative Commons, that make it possible to reuse material.

Quoting 
Quoting another work – not only textual material but also images such as photos – in your own work is 
permissible on certain conditions. 
1.  You can only quote someone else’s work in the context of an announcement, an assessment, a 

polemic, a scientific/scholarly treatise, or in an utterance with a similar purpose. This also applies to 
theses or papers. 

2.  The section quoted must be used to clarify or support your own ideas; it must not just be included as 
an embellishment or decoration – i.e. to make your work look better. 

3.  The length of the quotation must be subordinate to that of the work in which it is included.  In other 
words, it must comprise only a modest proportion of your own work. Using it must not harm the 
commercial interests of the author whom you are quoting. Example: You are not permitted to include 
the whole of a recently published short story in a paper you are writing. 

4.  Texts taken from a database must consist of no more than 155 characters. Images taken from a 
database must have a maximum size of 194 ×145 pixels. 

5.  You are only permitted to quote from works that were published with the consent of their author (i.e. 
the person who “made” them). Example: You can only quote from an unpublished diary if you have 
the consent of the author. 

6.  You must respect the moral rights of the author of the work that you are quoting from. Example: You 
must attribute the work to its author, not make any alterations, and not use it in a harmful context. 

7.  When you quote a work, you must clearly indicate the source whenever possible (this generally 
means giving the name of the author). 

Quoting from official documents 
8.  Laws, decrees and regulations promulgated or issued by the authorities, as well as court rulings and 

administrative decisions, can be freely quoted (including in their entirety). 
9.  Unless they are subject to a copyright proviso, documents that government bodies have created and 

published themselves can be freely quoted in their entirety; this includes such things as 
parliamentary documents, the minutes of city council meetings, or reports by government services. 

Accidental inclusion 
10.  Unintended incidental inclusion of a work as an insignificant component of another work is permitted. 

Example: If a film includes, by chance, a copyright-protected advertising photo on the front of a 
shop, this is permitted. 

Parody 
11.  Imitation in the form of a parody, caricature, or pastiche is permitted. The work must have a 

humorous intention and/or arouse amusement, or be a critical imitation. 
 
 
 

For more information, go to www.surf.nl/plagiaatpreventie 
 



 

 


